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Caterpillar Pattern 

What You Need:  
- Bingo Dabbers (multiple colours)  

- White Paper  

- Pen  
* If you do not have Bingo Dabbers you can substitute with coloured circle stickers or have your 

little one colour each circle in with a marker or crayon. 
 

Directions: 
1. On a piece of white paper draw lots of circles side-by-side to make the caterpillar 

body. 

2. On the first circle draw two antennae and a face. 

3. Start the pattern by using the Bingo Dabbers to do the first few colours 

4. Have your little one continue the pattern with the Bingo Dabbers to complete the 

caterpillar.  
 

Talking Points: 
Talk to your little one about the colours they are using and ask them to tell you what colour they think comes next. If your child is younger 

it is recommended to start with a simple two-colour pattern (i.e. red, green, red, green…). If your child is a little older you can introduce 

a third colour (red, green, blue, red, green blue…) and if they are even older or more experienced with doing pattern activities you can 

mix it up more and make an extra long caterpillar (i.e. red, red, blue, yellow, yellow, green, red, red, blue, yellow, yellow, green…). 
 

Books: 
 Caterpillars by Rebecca Rissman from Hoopla 

 A Butterfly is Patient by Dianna Hutts Aston from Tumble Book Library 

 The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle from Vaughan Public Libraries 

 Caterpillar and Bean by Martin Jenkins from Vaughan Public Libraries  

 Ten Little Caterpillars by Bill Martin from Vaughan Public Libraries 

2+ 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/13807354
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Result.aspx?m=Title&key=Butterfly%20is%20Patient,%20A
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/
https://vaughanpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/484116130
http://www.vaughanpl.info/index.php
https://vaughanpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/454526130
http://www.vaughanpl.info/index.php
https://vaughanpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/368821130
http://www.vaughanpl.info/index.php
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Paper Plate Snail 
What You Need:  

- Paper Plate - Coloured Construction Paper 

- Glue - Scissors 

- Maker - Googly Eyes (optional) 
* If you do not have a paper plate you can just cut out a circle on a piece of construction paper 
 

Directions: 
1. Draw a snail’s head and glue it to the back of a paper plate and wait until it dries. 

2. Cut some different coloured construction paper into small squares. 

3. Give the paper plat (with the snail’s head) to your child with the small coloured squares. 

4. Have your child start in the middle of the snail and have your child create a coloured 

pattern working their way to the edge of the plate in a spiral pattern. If your child is 

under 3 years, let your little one glue the paper squares onto the circle anywhere. 

5. Have your child draw on the mouth (or have an adult help) and eyes (or glue the googly eyes onto the snail). 
 

Talking Points: 
Teaching patterns is a basic math skill that will help your little one develop advance math concepts later, so talk to your little 

mathematician about what colour comes next and why. For younger children use only two colours, and for older children use more colours, 

or even keep the same colour but change the shape (circle, squares, triangles). 
 

Books: 
 Snails by Margo Gates from Hoopla 

 Snail Crossing by Corey R. Tabor from Vaughan Public Libraries 

 Escargot by Dashka Slater from Vaughan Public Libraries 

 Snail and Worm All Day by Tina Kugler from Vaughan Public Libraries 

 Spot the Snail in the Garden by Stella Maidment from Vaughan Public Libraries 

3+ 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11934144
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://vaughanpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/498316130
https://www.vaughanpl.info/
https://vaughanpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/423904130
https://www.vaughanpl.info/
https://vaughanpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/488607130
https://www.vaughanpl.info/
https://vaughanpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/402457130
https://www.vaughanpl.info/
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Bead Snake 
What You Need:  

- Beads (different colours) - Pipe Cleaners 

- Googly Eyes (extra small) - Bowls (3-5) 
* Warning: Beads can be a choking hazard for small children.  

Always supervise your child when using beads and do not let them put the beads in their mouth. 
 

Directions: 
1. Put out a few bowls and have your little one separate the beads into the different bowls. In other words, 

have them put all the red beads in one bowl, the green beads in another bowl, and so forth. 

2. On one end of the pipe cleaner, have an adult fold it over a few times to make a head. This will also prevent 

the beads from falling off. 

3. Have your little one start a pattern and have them repeat it until the snake is complete. 

4. On the other end of the pipe cleaner, have the adult fold over the pipe cleaner to prevent the beads from 

sliding off. 

5. Have your little one glue small googly eyes onto the head of the snake.  
 

Talking Points: 
Talk to your little one about patterns and what kind of pattern they want to make for the snake and how many colours they will use.  Talk 

to your little one about all the colours they are using and ask them to count how many beads does it take to do the pattern sequence once 

and how many beads in total is on the snake.  
 

Books: 
 Snakes by Heidi M.D. Elston from Hoopla 

 Patterns by Sara Pistoia from Hoopla 

 Where Are You? By Sarah Williamson from Vaughan Public Libraries 

 Snakes on the Job by Kathryn Dennis from Vaughan Public Libraries 
 

 

 

4+ 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11893599
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/13752816
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://vaughanpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/399239130
https://www.vaughanpl.info/
https://vaughanpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/494605130
https://www.vaughanpl.info/
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Patterns 

Print out this page. Have your little one circle the shape that comes next. 
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Songs 
 

 

I’m a Little Caterpillar 
Tune: I’m a Little Teapot 

 

I’m a little caterpillar crawling by 

I make a cocoon and I go to hide. 

 

I rest for awhile and I sleep inside 

And when I come out, I’m a butterfly. 

Slowly, Slowly, Garden Snail 
 

Slowly, slowly, very slowly  

Creeps the garden snail. 

Slowly, slowly, very slowly  

Up the wooden rail. 

 

Quickly, quickly, very quickly  

Runs the little mouse. 

Quickly, quickly, very quickly  

All around the house.  

A Silly Slippery Snake 
Tune: If You’re Happy And You Know It 

 

Oh, I wish I was a silly, slippery snake. 

Oh, I wish I was a silly, slippery snake. 

Oh I'd slither across the floor, 

And I'd slip under the door 

Oh, I wish I was a silly, slippery snake. 


